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Exhibition

features

women

with disabilities

Bold Beauty Project (BBP), which

originated in the United States of
America (USA) and has become a global
movement promoting visibility, dignity
and inclusion, will be presented in South
Africa for the very first time through a
month-long exhibition at 33BREE in col-
laboration with The Artists Gallery.

The internationally acclaimed

The exhibition opens tomorrow (5 August) as
part of the HEAT Arts Festival, with The Artists
Gallery participating as an official venue in the
festival programme. The exhibition will run
until Saturday 29 August.

For its African debut the project has been
reimagined through a uniquely local lens.
Seventeen women from across the Western
Cape have been newly photographed by a group
of acclaimed South African photographers,
creating an entirely new body of work that
celebrates their individuality, resilience and
personal journeys. Accompanied by their own
stories, these striking large-scale portraits offer
an intimate and deeply moving exploration of
identity, beauty and representation.

Rather than focus on disability, the exhibition
invites visitors to see the women first, their
personalities, their strength, their confidence
and their humanity. Together the portraits
challenge long-held perceptions of beauty and
encourage a broader, more inclusive under-
standing of what it means to be seen.

Originally founded by Shelly Baer and Dr Eva
Ritvo from the USA, the BBP has received wide-
spread international recognition for its unique
ability to spark meaningful conversations on
disability, inclusion and representation through
the language of photography.

The project’s most recent international mile-
stone was its presentation at the 61st Venice Bi-
ennale, where it formed part of the prestigious
Personal Structures — Confluences exhibition
at Palazzo Mora, organised by the European
Cultural Centre.

Displayed alongside more than 150 artists
from over 40 countries, the exhibition attracted
significant international attention.

Following previous international exhibitions
in Panama, the Western Cape chapter rep-
resents the BBP’s first African exhibition and
demonstrates how the universal language of
photography can connect communities across
cultures while giving voices to humans who too
often remain unseen.

“Art has the unique ability to challenge
perceptions without raising its voice. The Bold
Beauty Project is not about disability; it is about
visibility, dignity, and celebrating remarkable
women exactly as they are. We are honoured
to bring this internationally acclaimed project
to South Africa for the first time and to present
the powerful stories of seventeen extraordinary
women from the Western Cape through the
eyes of some respected photographers.

“This exhibition has been shaped from the
ground up through genuine collaboration; Mar-
lene le Roux served as co-curator and mentor
throughout the entire process, working closely

Nikita Scott will also feature in the show.
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Marlene le Roux is one of the local women who will
feature in the play. PHOTO: FAHEEM BARDIEN

THE BOLD BEAUTY PROJECT
AIMS TO CHALLENGE
PREVAILING PERCEPTIONS
ABOUT DISABILITY.

with the stylists, photographers and models to
bring each story to life with authenticity and
purpose. Her insight as a disability activist and
her deep advocacy for visibility and dignity
have been absolutely foundational to everything
the Western Cape chapter of the Bold Beauty
Project stands for. Together, we hope to inspire
meaningful conversations that continue long
after visitors leave our gallery space," says Jaret
Loggenberg, Managing Director, The Artists
Gallery & 33BREE.

“Persons with Disabilities must never be
reduced to problems to be fixed, or hidden from
view,” added Le Roux, a woman with a disabil-
ity. “This project is about sensuality, strength,
and the radical act of accepting yourself fully
with every challenge, every scar, every story.

To be a person with disabilities is to navigate

a world not built for you, and yet here we are.
This exhibition gives voice to that truth through
Art. Tt says: Look at her. See who she is. As she
is.

The exhibition seeks to inspire dialogue, en-
courage inclusion and promote greater aware-
ness through the power of visual storytelling. It
celebrates diversity not as an exception but as
an essential part of society, reminding visitors
that beauty exists in countless forms and de-
serves to be recognised without limitation.

Presented under the exhibition title As She Is,
the project is ultimately an invitation to move
beyond assumptions, to see each woman not
through labels or stereotypes, but through her
individuality, courage and authentic presence.

Admission is free and the entrance is in Wa-
terkant Street.

m Visit www.33bree.com for details.
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zet’s Carmen comes to the big screen at Ster-
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Cape Town Opera’s ‘Carmen’
on some Ster-Kinekor screens

Cape Town Opera’s sold-out production of
Carmen is making the leap from stage to
screen, giving cinema audiences across South
Africa the chance to experience Bizet’s timeless
masterpiece from Sunday 23 August.

Building on the resounding success of last
year’s nationwide cinema screenings of Cape
Town Opera’s Aida, this latest collabora-
tion offers audiences another opportunity to
experience world-class South African opera in
spectacular cinematic style.

Based on Prosper Mérimée’s 1845 novella and
set in 1930s Seville, Spain, Carmen is a gripping
story of passion, freedom, desire and jealousy.
At its heart is Carmen, a fiercely independent
woman who would rather die than betray her
own nature.

With its unforgettable music, explosive drama
and iconic characters, Bizet’s masterpiece re-
mains one of the most performed and celebrat-
ed operas in the world.

Its irresistible Spanish-inspired score, emo-
tional intensity and compelling storytelling
make Carmen as thrilling for first-time oper-
agoers as it is for devoted fans.

Filmed during a live performance at Arts-

Dance with life

Cape Town dance lovers will have a chance

to experience a blend of contemporary and
classical ballet when independent dance
company WGRUYV brings its latest production,
Highlights: Tracing the Line, to the District
Six Homecoming Centre from Thursday 27 to
Saturday 29 August.

The production follows the company’s suc-
cessful 2026 season opener, Juxtapose, which
toured Johannesburg and Ggeberha earlier this
year.

Described as a celebration of choreographic
excellence, Highlights: Tracing the Line fea-
tures a carefully curated programme combining
audience favourites with new works performed
by WGRUV’s dancers.

The production showcases choreography
by internationally acclaimed Jessica Lang,
alongside works by Jesse Obremski, Michael
Trusnovec and WGRUYV founders Holly Gruver
and Lex Gruver.

Together, the performances explore move-
ment through line, colour, weight and emotion,

cape, this visually stunning production stars
Nonhlanhla Yende in the title role, alongside
Lukhanyo Moyake as Don José, Vuvu Mpofu as
Micaéla and Conroy Scott as Escamillo.

They are joined by the Cape Town Opera
Vocal Ensemble, the Cape Town Opera Chil-
dren’s Chorus and the Cape Town Philharmonic
Orchestra under the baton of Tim Murray, cap-
turing all the power, intimacy and excitement of
live theatre on the big screen.

Directed by Steven Stead, the production
features set design by Greg King, costumes by
Maritha Visagie, lighting by Faheem Bardien
and choreography by Naoline Quinzin.

Screenings take place at various Ster-Kinekor
cinemas on Sunday 23, Tuesday 25, Saturday
29, Sunday 30 August and Tuesday 1 September
at the following venues: V&A Waterfront, Blue
Route and Somerset Mall (Cape Town), Garden
Route Mall (George), Rosebank Nouveau, and
Cresta (Johannesburg), Brooklyn (Pretoria),
Watercrest (Hillcrest, KwaZulu-Natal) and
Baywest (Ggeberha).

m Bookings can be made in person at the cinemas
oronline via:https://www.sterkinekor.com/f/
cape-town-opera-presents-carmen/678

and purpose

blending contemporary storytelling with classi-
cal ballet techniques.

“We wanted to offer our audiences an ex-
perience at the theatre that fills them,” said
WGRUYV artistic director Holly.

“Each work traces something, a gesture, a
story, an emotion and together they form a line
from the stage to the heart. This is dance with
purpose. Dance that leaves you more alive than
when you arrived.”

Founded in Bryanston, Johannesburg,
WGRUYV is a contemporary ballet company
dedicated to creating original productions
that combine South African and international
choreography. As part of its Cape Town visit,
the company will host a special dress rehearsal
for students and school groups on Thursday 277
August at 16:00, followed by a question-and-an-
swer session with the dancers. Student tickets
cost R99. Public performances will take place
on Friday 28 August at 19:00 and Saturday 29
August at 15:00.

m Tickets can be booked through Webtickets.

Independent dance
company WGRUV
brings its latest
production to the
Homecoming Centre.
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